HBV DNA and other hepatitis B virus markers in sera from long-term hemodialysis and kidney transplant patients.
Sera from 191 long-term hemodialysis patients and from 115 renal transplant patients were studied for the presence of HBsAg and other HBV markers. In 19.1% of the hemodialysis patients and 28.7% of the transplant patients, the sera were positive for HBeAg.HBV DNA in sera was detected by molecular hybridization. HBV DNA was present in the sera of 15 out of 16 hemodialysis patients positive for HBeAg, and in one hemodialysis patient positive for anti-HBe. All renal transplant patients positive for HBeAg were also positive for HBV DNA. Twelve transplant patients were positive for HBV DNA, but negative for both HBeAg and anti-HBe. Determination of HBV DNA was the most sensitive marker of infectivity in patients with end-stage renal disease, and in renal transplant patients.